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“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male or 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs (of God the Father) according to the promise.                                                        
Galatians 3:28                                                                                                                             
  

 I have had many conversations with many of you about how we as Christians 
should respond to the recent Black Lives Matter/Antifa protests and accompanying 
violence and rioting.  Many of you have expressed similar emotions: confusion, 
shock, concern, and disgust at the death of George Floyd at the hands of a police of-
ficer and also at the destruction, injury and death that has resulted from the rioting 
that followed.  And I have witnessed a genuine concern and compassion in many of 
you towards your fellow black brothers and sisters of the human race, and for the his-
toric burden they have carried with respect to racial injustice.  As Christians we try to 
live by the teaching of Paul in the above verse.  We strive to judge people, not by the 
color of their skin, but by the content of their character.  Let me float a few ideas and 
concepts that I hope will bring some clarity to our thinking on the idea that “Black 
Lives Matter.” 

 To do this I think it is necessary to make a distinction between the specific or-
ganization “Black Lives Matter” and the theological concept that black lives matter.  
Black Lives Matter, the organization, has many beliefs that are contrary to tradi-
tional, historic Christianity.  You can check them out for yourself at 
www.blacklivesmatter.com.   

 Two beliefs in particular are very problematic from a Christian point of view, 
in my opinion.  The first is the idea that some sins are more heinous than others.  
Indeed, the whole BLM organization is organized around the idea that white racism 
towards people of color is the ONLY sin … or at least, the only sin that matters.  And 
it is considered by the organization to be an original sin of one race (the Caucasian 
race) for which there can never be any absolution.  We are guilty and will always be 
guilty, even after we confess it.  As some in the BLM movement have said, racism is 
a virus infecting white people for which there is no cure.  This kind of thinking, of 
course, runs completely contrary to the teaching of Jesus Christ that we “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) and that “He (Christ) who 
knew no sin became sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.” (II Corinthians 5:21)  There is a virus that infects us all, the virus of sin, but 
there is a cure, and that cure is the cross and blood of Jesus Christ. 
                                                   
                                                                                                              (cont. on pg. 3) 

HUMOR: The best relief for difficult times! 

 

As we continue to live in the midst of COVID 19 and all the problems sur-
rounding the racial unrest in our country, I am convinced that laughter is ul-
timately the best antidote!  So here are a few things that I hope will tickle 
your funny bone! 

And, think about this:  Difficulty does not leave us until we learn from it! 

Hmm! 
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The second big, theological problem with BLM is its war on the nuclear family, 
the purpose of which is to promote the wide-spread embrace and celebration of al-
ternative gender and sexuality norms.  The BLM website actually says that one of 
its goals is to “disrupt the nuclear family.”  As Christians, we certainly must abhor 
and work to prevent violence and discrimination against any and all people.  But 
the Bible is clear that God made us “in God's own image … male and female God 
created them (us).” (Genesis 1:27)  And God ordained that the coupling of a man 
and woman in Holy Matrimony (Genesis 2:24), and the subsequent “nuclear” fami-
ly that results from that marriage, would be the building blocks of healthy human 
community.  It is our responsibility as the Church, the Body of Christ on earth, to 
continue to proclaim these truths, especially in the face of efforts specifically de-
signed to discredit and replace them. 

 Now, having said all that, let me also say that I (and I hope you, as well) 
completely embrace the theological concept that “black lives matter.”  God created 
ALL men and women in his image as I mentioned above, and Jesus died for the sin 
of ALL men and women of the world.  Black lives matter to God.  And so do white 
lives.  And so do Asian, Indian, Native American, Arabic and Jewish lives.  All 
lives matter to God!  That is why he sent his Son to save us from the power of sin, 
hell, death and the devil.  That is the great truth that we, the followers of Christ, 
must continue to proclaim.  It is only on that basis that the human race can ever 
begin to live out the harmony that God intends for his human creation. 

 So … as I asked in a recent sermon, how can we be part of the solution of 
creating a more harmonious and just society for all, especially our minority broth-
ers and sisters?  Perhaps the most important thing we can do is resolve to listen to 
the concerns of minorities just as if they were a family member or close friend.  We 
can also resolve to treat all people, especially minorities, with the utmost respect 
and dignity they deserve as creatures of the Divine Creator God we serve.  We can 
make intentional efforts to support minority-owned businesses whenever possible.  
We can look for ways to encourage and support educational opportunities for peo-
ple living in minority communities.  We can resolve to consider and support rea-
sonable reforms that promote economic and criminal justice for all.   

 We are, of course, under no obligation to agree with any tenant of the BLM 
organization (or any other organization for that matter) that is not consistent with 
the will of God.  But we are obligated, as followers of Christ, to serve our fellow 
human brothers and sisters as best we can.  We cannot “opt out” of that responsi-
bility.  I hope you find these somewhat rambling thoughts helpful. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Pastor Gibbs 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS  
     & ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Linda Stark 

     Tom & Erika Packard 

 

2   Barbara Pant 

 

7   Charlotte Gillen 

 

8 Zola Striggow 

 

9 John & Beth Pauli 

 

10 Jim & Linda Eckhart 

 

11 Bonnie Bond 

      Oscar Cardenas 

       

14 Janet Hutchinson 

      Kristel Koevenig 

      Curtis & Nancy Olsen 

 

15 Bryan Dye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 Mark Gibbs 

 

20 Chase Pirolli 

 

21 James Beck 

      Michael Bond 

 

22 Jacob Gibbs 

 

23 Wanda Crawford 

 

24 Erika Packard 

 

25 Ethan Young 

 

27 Pat Ahrendt 

      Dylan Wilkerson 

 

30 Vicki Maloy 

 

31 Alexandra Packard 

      Matt & Lina Young 
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Pearls To 

       Ponder 

 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

INDOOR WORSHIP 

8:30am in the Church Sanctuary,  

 

Reservations are NO LONGER REQUIRED. However, 

Physical distancing and wearing masks are still required. 

Seating will be limited to the first 50 people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

10:00am on the lawn under the trees on  

the Temperance Road side of the church. 

 

Please bring a lawn chair. If you wish to stay in your car,  

park down by the Parsonage. We will continue to broadcast an  

 AM radio signal to your car.  In case of inclement weather, you are  

invited to join us for worship inside the sanctuary. 

                     ST. MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                        5790 W. Temperance Rd., Ottawa Lake, MI  49267 

                    PHONE:  734.856.2944     EMAIL:  stmichael@bex.net 
           
                                                  CHURCH OFFICE HOURS   

                                              Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am –12:00 pm       

                                              CHURCH STAFF   
 

PASTOR, Mark D. Gibbs                                                                                              419.704.5036 

                                           mdgibbs1000@gmail.com 
 

MINISTER TO TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS,  Shawn Jennings                                                       517.294.5954 

                       shawnjennings17@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE MANAGER, Judy East                                                                                                        734.856.2944 

                                        stmichael@bex.net 
 

WORSHIP TEAM LEADER, Mark Elvey                                                                                           419.691.2845 

                             melvey@buckeye-express 
 

ORGANIST, Rob Paul                                                                                                                   419.514.5321                                                                    

ORGANIST, Rita Bunge                                                                                                                419.392.8909 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL 2020 CHURCH COUNCIL 

PRESIDENT:     Vacant 

.VICE PRESIDENT: Lawson Stone         419.344.3456     lawson.stone@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY: Debbie Arnold           419.392.0643                          deborah7265@gmail.com 

TREASURER:     Vacant 

CHRISTIAN ED: Andrea Sears                  419.377.2102                    asears@bex.net 

EVANG/CONG LIFE:    Vacant 

WORSHIP/MUSIC: Ted Lang          419.377.0028                                        langted@bex.net 

FINANCE/HUMAN RES: John Hutchinson      419.320.3445                      jhutchinson0861@gmail.com 

PROPERTIES:  Jeff Bella          517.403.0462          jeffbella76@gmail.com 

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  Carol Kutzke         734.224.0539         kutzkec@buckeye.access.com 

STEWARDSHIP: Carolyn Eaton                      419.250.9374              carolyneaton122912@yahoo.com 

YOUTH MINISTRY: Jeremy Miller          734.368.8743     jeremymm@d-pcomm.net 

Visit the St. Michael website at stmichaellcmc.org  
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VBS “AT HOME” VERSION COMING 

JULY 20 - AUGUST 29, 2020 

By now, you should have received information about this year’s VBS “At 
Home” version if you attended VBS last year.  We are once again partner-
ing with Epworth United Methodist Church. They have been gracious 
enough to share their materials at no cost to us.  We are working with them 
in recording the Bible stories with our own Isabelle Sears and Lana Con-
sear acting in the stories which will be posted online for the duration of 
VBS.  VBS will be done at home from July 20 - August 29 and can be 
done at your family’s own pace.  

 

 

 

 

St. Michael's VBS team is excited to offer "Hometown Nazareth: Where 
Jesus was a Kid - Home Edition!" 
  
Register online now so we know how many kits to prepare!  Register by 
Friday, July 10, to guarantee a take home kit.  Click here for more info or 
to register vbspro.events/p/stmichael2020. 
 
This at home VBS experience will be offered in July and August and allow 
families the flexibility to explore at their own pace - similar to a summer 
reading program offered by many libraries.  During this five week experi-
ence, families will explore the culture of ancient Nazareth - Jesus' 
hometown! Families will use take home kits full of easy to follow, hands 
on fun to experience together with their children. Just like with summer 
reading, Our prayer is that kids and adults will walk away with the comfort 
of knowing that God understands them, cares for them, and loves them 
enough to give his only Son! 
 
Please like our Facebook page facebook.com/StMichaelKids/ to stay cur-
rent with VBS announcements and activities.  If you have any questions, 
don't hesitate to reach out to me directly at StMikeKids@gmail.com or 
leave a comment on our Facebook page. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
                                     LONG TERM PRAYER LIST 
 

Our active military personnel:  Dan Clifford,  Kelsie Kennedy,  
Nathan Calcamuggio, Andrew Rohr 
   
Faith Lutheran Church (our mission church in Idaho) 
Mexico Mission, Monterrey, Mexico (Pastors Victor, Juan and Enrique) 

Becky Britton  

Marge Burhart  

Jane Evilsizer  

Sabrina Belknap  

Sheryl Wingate 

 Jane Herwat  

Kathy Pullen  

Jodi Barnhart  

Jennifer Peart  

Kellyn Wingate  

Kevin Foster  

Denise Kaufman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dick Laurell  

Gabe 

Tom Chappell  

Lois Lieske  

Cheri Ricketts  

Dan Zimmerman   

Patti McCluskie  

Arthur Harbaugh 

Charlote Schroeder  

Carol Wahl  

 

 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND  
MEMBERS & FRIENDS and our military PERSONNEL 

Joanne Miller 
Vibrant Life 
667 W. Sterns Rd. 
Temperance, MI  48182 
 
Patti Peterson 
9055 Whiteford Center Road 
Ottawa Lake, MI  49267 
517.403.8276 

Betty Barnes 
Aspen Grove Memory Care Unit 
7115 Secor Rd. 
Lambertville, MI  48144 
 
Pat Ahrendt 
892 Soda Park Dr. 
Temperance, MI  48182 
734.850.0089 

 
       Kelsie Kennedy 
      404 N. 8th Street 
      Unit 21 
      Eglin AFB, FL  32542-5670 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          Andrew & Jennifer Rohr             
          PSC 81 Box 129 
          APO AE  09724 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nathan & Jennie Calcamuggio 
PSC 473  2032 
APO  AP  96349 

http://vbspro.events/p/stmichael2020
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelKids/
mailto:StMikeKids@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F136233957464395814%2F&psig=AOvVaw2s6hJooKTPY3sy88UxL-b9&ust=1594216616757000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjR9PWlu-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAR


6  7 
 

 

 

  

 
BLOOD DRIVE 

East Immanual  
Lutheran Church 

 
Fellowship Hall 

6272 W. Albain Rd. 

Monroe MI  48161 

 

Saturday, July 25, 2020 
8:30am - 2:00pm 

 
To schedule an appointment, please 
call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit Red-

CrossBlood.org and enter code:  

EASTIDAIMMANUEL 

 

For more information please contact 

Martha at 734.755.2593. 

 

REMEMBER: 

We’re all in this together! 

Monday - Thursday 

9am - 12noon 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please check the white board in 

The gathering room for  
Food items needed 

Each month 
OR 

MONETARY DONATIONS  
to help us buy food on sale! 

  
 

Next pantry day is 
August 8, 2020 

 

If you are helping, please arrive by 9:45am 
and follow signs to the Pantry. 

GLEANER’S FOOD GIVEAWAY 

July 25, 2020, 2:30pm 

For any Monroe Co. Resident 

ZOLA STRIGGOW 
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS! 

Happy, happy birthday to Zola 
Striggow who celebrated her 
100th birthday on July 8, 2020! 
WOW!  You’re amazing, Zola!  
Stay cool and keep up the good 
work! 

We extend our deep and 
heartfelt sympathy to Brad 
Heineman and family as 
they mourn the loss of 
Brad’s father, Mark. You are 
in our thoughts and our 
prayers during this difficult 
time. 

  NEW ADDRESS 

 Andrew & Jennifer Rohrer 
PSC 81 Box 129 
APO AE  09724  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartlook.com%2Fimg-113486.html&psig=AOvVaw3JEwqLvKNR2oUh2Ip6VxUM&ust=1593784064736000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDJ-MjaruoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.insideindianabusiness.com%2Fstory%2F41495756%2Fgleaners-to-mark-food-distribution-milestone&psig=AOvVaw0MInrIECh37YKnlm_Fwxg6&ust=1585144137412000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjs9Kags-gCFQA

