
THE HERALD 

Important Announcement 

Due to the increase of the COVID-19 Virus in 
our community and state, the St. Michael 

church council has 
 

CANCELLED 
ALL IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES  

thru November 30, 2020 
 

This includes Worship, Sunday School, Tuesday 
Afternoon Bible Study, and Youth Activities 

(exception: Food Pantry 11/14/2020) 

 

The church staff will continue to LIVE STREAM 
worship services at 8:30 and 10:30 am each 
Sunday morning on our Facebook page and 

our website: www.StMichaelLCMC.org 
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NEW SOUND BOOTH 

COMPLETED! 

 

The construction of the new sound/video booth in 
the back of the sanctuary in now complete.  This 
also includes the installation of two new, perma-

nently-mounted, high-resolution digital cameras in 
the sanctuary.   The sound and video operators have 
been using the booth and the new cameras for a cou-

ple of weeks now.  I have included a couple of pic-
tures for those of you who have not been in our 
sanctuary recently. 
 

I want to give a huge shout-out of thanks to the fol-
lowing church members who were instrumental in 
bringing this protect to fruition:  Ted Lang, Jeff Bel-

la, Zach Bella, Jacob Gibbs, Marisa Gill, Shawn 
Jennings, Dave Zolg, and Melisha Cole (our custo-
dian).  And a big thank you to the carpenter we em-

ployed to do the bulk of the work, Jim Howald.  
Every one of these people did great work and I think 
you will all agree with me that it shows! 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

     2020 Income (thru 10/31/202):    $235,873 

     2020 Giving donated in 2019:          20,800 

 

                     Total Giving YTD:            $256,673 

 

     2020 Expenses  (thru 10/31/2020):     $259,204 

 

 

NOTE: October giving was light ($18,097) compared to the monthly average for the previous nine 
months ($24,197).  Please remember that our church expenses continue and, indeed, have increased somewhat, 
during the COVID - 19 pandemic.  So, please, we ask that you review your year-to-date giving and, if needed, 
please catch up provided you are financially able to do so.  Thank you.           



 

“Look not to your own interests, but each of you to the interests of others.” 

Philippians 2:4 
 

 As we strive to love and care for one another, and make the right choices for keeping us 

safe, the St. Michael staff and council leaders keep the above verse from St. Paul in mind.  

Navigating the COVID-19 Pandemic has been quite stressful and confusing for us all.  It is not 

always clear what the right things are that we should do. 

 With that as preface, let me say that our leadership team did not make the decision light-

ly to suspend in-person church activities for the rest of November.  We thoroughly prayed and 

discussed this issue, trying to look at all sides and take in all view points.  In the end, it came 

down to this: The safety of our members, staff, and visitors had to be our top priority.  

With new COVID-19 cases skyrocketing in our community and state, and with several of our 

own members having contracted COVID in recent weeks, it appeared to us that the virus is in-

tensifying and moving closer to our congregation everyday.  That being the case, the leadership 

decided it would be prudent to reduce person-to-person contact in the church building as much 

as possible. 

 We realize this decision will be disappointing to some of you.  Please know that it is dis-

appointing to us as well.  But sometimes we have to do what is necessary, not what we want.  

This is one of those times, I think.  So, please hang in there.  I also encourage you to take ad-

vantage of our Live Stream option online each Sunday morning.  And finally, keep your church 

family in your daily prayers.  We will all get through this together if we are patient and faith-

ful.  May God keep you and yours safe and healthy in the difficult months ahead. 

 
Peace and Blessings, 
Pastor Gibbs  



CHURCH LEADERSHIP POSITIONS  

COMING OPEN  

 

As of January, the following seven (of 12) Church Council 
positions will be open and in need of being filled: 

 

* Church Council President 

* Church Council Vice President 

* Treasurer 

*Stewardship Board Chair 

*Evangelism & Congregational Life Board Chair 

* Social Ministry Board Chair 

*Properties & Grounds Board Chair 

 

I am looking for seven people to step forward during this dif-
ficult time in the life of our Church due to COVID-19 ... sev-
en people who are willing to help me lead this church into 
the future.  If we are going to be a strong, effective church, 
we need strong, effective leadership.  I can't do it alone!  
Please pray about these open leadership positions, and if you 
feel moved to consider serving, please contact me and we 
can talk. 

Let me take this opportunity to thank our current Church 
council for a job well-done this past year.  I thank John 
Hutchinson, Jeremy Miller, Debbie Arnold, Ted Lang and 
Andrea Sears who will continue to serve in 2021.  And I 
want to especially thank Lawson Stone, Carolyn Eaton, Jeff 
Bella, and Carol Kutzke who will be retiring from council.  
Your efforts on behalf of our congregation have been and 
will continue to be much appreciated. 

Finally, I would be remiss not to mention Vicki Maloy who 
has been serving throughout 2020 as our acting Treasurer.  
She has been very faithful in making sure that our financial 
statements are in order each and every month.  Good job, and 
thank you, Vicki! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Pastor Gibbs 

 

 

 

 

Congratulation to the following young people for whom The 
Rite of Confirmation was celebrated in October: 

 Andrew Bonawitt, Parker Sears, Lillian Swan & Luke Vida 

 

We extend our deep and heartfelt sympathy 
to the following people: 

Dale Barnes and family on the recent loss of 
Dale’s wife, Betty Barnes; 

Marisa Gill and family on the recent loss of 
Marisa’s mother, Jackie Gill; 

The Pant families on the recent loss of Lisa 
Pant, and 

Sharon Sanders and family on the recent loss 
of Marion Sanders. 

You are all in our thoughts and prayers at this 
very difficult time in your lives.  May God’s 
love and peace surround and fill you each 
and every day. 

A BIG thank you to Kathy 
Koevenig for making all the 
COVID masks for us. You are 
appreciated so very much! 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

After much prayer and consideration, 
the Christian Ed Board regretfully 
announces that we are cancelling this 
year’s Christmas Program due to the 
tightening restrictions caused by in-
creased number of COVID-19 cases . 
Our primary goal is for the continued 
health and safety of our children and 
our congregation. 



 

 

 

To Women in Service for Christ (WISC) and all members interested in giving: We usually collect Christmas 
Child Boxes  in July so we are not competing with Angel Tree. However, when COVID-19 hit, we stopped all 
church activities. Nonetheless, the need is greater than ever! You can help in one of two ways. 

1) You can purchase a plastic shoe box container at Dollar Store ($1.00) and fill it up with treasures. See attached         
for ideas. Collection times are November 16-20 

2) If you are unable to shop yourself, go online and fill a box. Go to - https://www.samaritanspurse.org 

How to fill a box: 

· Purchase a plastic shoe box from Dollar Store 

· Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14. 

Girl: ages 2-4 Girl: ages 5-9 Girl: ages 10-14 

OR 

Boy: ages 2-4 Boy: ages 5-9 Boy: ages 10-14 

· Fill boxes with age appropriate gifts. Start with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball with 
pump, or clothing outfit that will capture the child’s attention the instant he or she opens the box. Ideas include a 
Wow item, personal care items, clothing and accessories, craft and activities, toys, personal note. For further ideas, 
see printed suggestions attached to this email or go to Samaritan Purse Christmas Child website, above. 

Do Not Include 

· Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; 
chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; med-
ications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 

To Close Box, use sturdy rubber bands or twine. 

Tape a label securely on top of your box - see attachment 

Drop Box Off at Church between Nov. 16-20 during business hours OR Jan and Ted Lang’s house at any time, on 
front porch: 2563 Smith Road, Lambertville (between Secor and Douglas (3 houses west from Douglas) - tan 
house with large wrap around porch. Ted and Jan Lang will be delivering boxes to delivery center on Saturday, 
Nov. 21. 

Shipping cost per box: It costs $9.00 to ship each box. Do not put money in the box. Donate money to St. Michael 

and designate it for Shipping of Christmas Child Boxes. 

Go to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/ for more information 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP FALL GIVING CAMPAIGN 

Now is the time for our giving campaign when you decide what you 
can pledge now to give for 2021. A mailing and email have been sent 
to let you know how to pledge. 

There is so much focus right now on how the pandemic is affecting 
our lives and, in many circumstances, holding us back from what we 
want and need to do. But God is here for us and he is doing every-
thing to get us through this time. So our themethis year for the cam-
paign is…”God Gets Us Through!”. 

It is such a simple thought but so true for how we are dealing with 
how our lives have changed. And how much we miss the simple 
things like gathering at church without a mast, being able to hug our 
friends, and enjoying time (and coffee) in the Gathering Room. But 
God will get us through, and I believe our church will come out of 
this stronger than ever. 

As 2020 draws to a close, your Church council is working hard to 
plan our 2021 ministries. We ask that you take some time to pray about your involvement and giving in mak-
ing those ministries happen. Then take time to complete the pledge card or respond to the email with y our 
pledge. 

If you have any questions on pledging, please contact me at carolyneaton122912@yahoo.com or 
419.250.9373. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE 

A St. Michael member has both a walker (with 4 wheels and a seat) and a transport chair that he is willing to 
give away to anyone who needs it.  Contact Judy in the church office (734.856.2944) for more information. 

 

 

 

 



     

 

 

 

If you shop at Kroger and have not designated a beneficiary for your Kroger Rewards, please consider desig-

nating St. Michael Lutheran Church. A small percentage is sent to your charity of choice. Proceeds are used 

for Support Vacation Bible School and Youth mission trips.  

 

 

 

 

 

With church activities going virtual for the remainder of November the youth group will meet via zoom on 
November 15th at 6:30pm. A link will be emailed out to students and parents to join the study. This meeting 
will combine both middle and high school students. Looking forward for the rest of 2020 The youth ministry 
schedule will be followed as planned. Meeting times may change to accommodate virtual meetings (if if nec-
essary) but the dates will not change. Please refer to the schedule that was emailed/mailed out earlier in the 
year. 
 

Since the 2nd Confirmation Growth Workshop was canceled a make up class will be rescheduled at a future 
date. Confirmation families will be notified when that date is made. 
 
Thank you for your support and flexibility during these times.  

We wish all of you a very Happy Thanksgiving and en-     

courage you to wear your masks and stay safe! 


