
Stranger Saying No. 2 – And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as 
our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. (Luke 3:8) 

This saying of John is in reference to the well-known Old Testament (OT) theme of 
“Israel as the Chosen People of God.” Throughout the OT, Israel is often described as 
having a special relationship with God. They were “chosen” by God to be his special 
people, to have a special relationship of covenant and protection. (See example, 
Deuteronomy 7:6-9) Israel, in turn, was expected to live in accordance with the laws of 
God given in the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy), especially the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20). 

Israel's task, according to the prophets recorded in the Old Testament, was to humbly 
present to the world God's sovereignty over the earth, God's love for humanity, and 
God's desire for justice. Indeed, the prophets envisioned Israel drawing all people to 
Jerusalem, God's holy mountain, for worship and praise of God. (See example, Isaiah 
66:18-23) Of course, Israel, by continually straying from the covenant, was unable to 
live up to these expectations, resulting in God allowing the Assyrians and Babylonians 
to conquer Israel and take away its independence and nationhood. After 586 B.C., Israel 
only existed as an ethnic/religious group, never to possess its own independent state 
again until 1948. 

In the time of John and Jesus, there still lingered a sense of this special covenant 
relationship among the Jews in Jerusalem … a sense that they were still the chosen 
people of God. It bred a kind of hubris that encouraged the Jews to think they were 
automatically exempt from God's wrath because of their ethnic identity, that is, by 
virtue of their designation as the Chosen People. That is the meaning behind John's 
criticism of the Jews coming to him, “Do not say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as 
our father.” 

Being the “chosen people” means nothing, John chides them, if you do not “Bear fruit 
in keeping with repentance.” In other words, if one expects salvation from God, one 
must “walk the talk!” It matters little what Your ethnic or religious pedigree matters not 
one whit! What is important to God is your faithfulness, your sincerity, and your 
obedience to God. John's warning to the Jews is this: God can always choose other folks 
to be his disciples and messengers should the people of Israel fail to live up to God's 
expectations of revealing God to the world. Here again John uses prophetic hyperbole 
when he exclaims, “God could even make these stones his chosen people if that's what it 
took to get his message of peace and love out to the world!” Bottom line: No one, not 
even the Jews, should ever rely on membership in any religious, political, or ethic group 
for salvation. Salvation come through faith revealed in action. 
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